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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 06/23/2008, with respect to claim 13 has been fully 
considered but are not persuasive. 

Please refer to the following office action, which clearly sets forth the reasons for 
non-persuasiveness. 

Regarding claim 13, Applicant argues that Fujimoto provides no teaching or 
suggestion that any operation other than controlling zoom speed can be allocated to the 
control lever 13. Fujimoto discloses a plurality of switches 11 that are operated to set 
functions of the camera. However, the functions allocated to the switches 1 1 of Fujimoto 
cannot be changed. In other words, Fujimoto does not teach or suggest that the 
functions allocated to switches 1 1 can be changed by operating a switch corresponding 
to the operation switch set forth in independent claim 13. 

In response to applicant's argument the examiner points that the various speeds 
as shown in figures 5 and 10 can be considered as various functions as claimed by the 
applicant in the pending claims; to overcome this broad interpretation the applicant 
should amend the claims accordingly. 



DETAILED ACTION 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 13, 18, 20, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by FUJIMOTO et al. (JP 11084212 A [Note: in this Office Action the 
examiner refers to the PAJ online translation of JP 11084212 A provided by the 
examiner when discussing FUJIMOTO et al.]). 

Regarding claim 13, FUJIMOTO et al. teaches an operation apparatus which is 
used for operating a zoom lens (drawing 10, the camera body shown in the drawing and 
lens 3), comprising: a zooming switch which is operated to perform a zooming operation 
(Drawing 10 item 13) of the zoom lens (Drawing 10 item 3), comprising: a function 
switch (Drawing 10 item 13); an operation switch which is operated to allocate one of a 
plurality of functions to the function switch (Drawing 10; and means and detailed 
description section paragraph 0038 et seq. [Also abstract translation attached with the 
Japanese reference]); and a display member which displays information on the function 
allocated to the function switch (Drawing 5 and 10). 

Regarding claim 18, FUJIMOTO et al. teaches an image-taking system (figure 
10, the camera shown in the drawing), comprising: the operation apparatus according to 
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claim 13 (see discussion of claim 13 above); and the zoom lens (drawing 10, the 
camera body shown in the drawing and lens 3). 

Regarding claim 20, FUJIMOTO et al. teaches the operation apparatus 
according to claim 13, further comprising a second function switch (Drawing 10 item 
11), wherein the operation switch can allocate another function of the plurality of 
functions to the second function switch (Drawing 10; and means and detailed 
description section paragraph 0038 et seq. [Also abstract translation attached with the 
Japanese reference]);, and wherein the display member simultaneously displays the 
functions allocated to the first and second function switches (Drawing 10 item 11; the 
function of the result of the user pressing these switches 1 1 for performing record of a 
taken image or performing various setting out of a video camera, etc can be seen on the 
screen such as shown in Drawing 5 "PAUSE"). 

Regarding claim 23, FUJIMOTO et al. teaches a camera comprising (figure 10, 
the camera shown in the drawing): an image-pickup element (Means and Detailed 

Description section paragraph 0019 etseq.; CCD); the operation apparatus according to 
claim 13 (see discussion of claim 13 above); and the zoom lens which forms an object 
on the image-pickup element (drawing 10, the camera body shown in the drawing and 
lens 3). 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usman Khan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1131. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thru 6:45-4:15; Fri 6:45-3:15 or 
Alt. Fri off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
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